
 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM HUGE STICKERS TO COMMERCIAL FLOORING  
 

Overview: 
····  Graphic material: 3M™ Scotchcal™ 

Graphic Films, 3M™ Piezo Inkjet Ink 
Series 1500V2, 3M™ Scotchcal™ 
Overlaminate Films 

····  Collection: 200,000 square feet of 
graphic material (approximate area of 
three football fields) 

····  First graphic installation began:  
Nov. 2009 

 

····  Final graphic installation completed: 
Feb. 2010 

····  Key venues: Richmond Olympic 
Oval, Vancouver Olympic Centre, 
Pacific Coliseum 

····  Vehicles: 500 buses, 4,600 vehicles, 
eight ice resurfacing machines 

····  Total of reclaimed material 
manufactured into Mannington 
Commercial® Premium Flooring 
Tiles: 100% 

 
About 3M Graphic Materials:  
····  Composed of layered materials (vinyl films and graphic 

protection, adhesives, ink) 
····  Highest quality components result in great image quality, 

conformability, dimensional stability and durability 
····  Resemble huge stickers 
····  Films with removable adhesive can be taken off surfaces with heat, 

leaving little or no adhesive residue 
····  Previously considered impossible to recycle (mixed 

components are traditionally difficult to recycle) 
 

 
About Mannington Commercial®  Premium Flooring Tile: 
····  Constructed with up to 85% limestone, an abundant natural resource 
····  Popular in healthcare, education and retail applications 
····  Contain 25% post-consumer recycled content 
····  Certified as an Environmentally Preferable Product, meeting NSF-332 

certification 
····  In 2009, Mannington diverted over 850,000 kilograms�� 19 million pounds) of 

previously used flooring and drywall from landfill sites into its Premium 
Flooring Tiles 

 
(more) 
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Recycling Large Format Graphics: The Basics 
····  Chemistry: 3M’s graphic materials share similar make-up as the binding 

agents used in Mannington’s manufacturing process 
····  The 3M™ MCS™ (Matched Component System) warranted graphic system 

allows 3M to define the chemistry of each layer of the graphic which allows 
Mannington to determine  the appropriate amount for use in its manufacturing 
process  

 
The Making of Tiles – From Huge Stickers to Floorin g: 

1. Removal 
····  Graphic materials are peeled off manually from windows, 

vehicles and walls piece by piece.  Heat is used to soften the 
adhesive and reduce the pull-off force needed. 

····  Material is balled up upon removal and then placed in clean, 
clear collection bags. 

····  Collection bags are placed in a container (an empty transport 
truck trailer acting as a large blue bin). 

 

2. Travel 
····  Upon completion of removal at the various sites, trailers of 

material are transferred to intermodal container for 
consolidation and transportation. 

····  Container travels to Mannington’s Salem, New Jersey manufacturing facility 
by land.  

····  Container is emptied on site by Mannington 
 

3. Tile Creation (simplified) 
····  Graphic material is ground into fine pieces. 
····  Refined material is evaluated for colour, measured and added 

to limestone mixture in place of binding agents with similar 
chemical composition. 

····  Mixture is blended and heated to desired consistency. 
····  Mixture is sent through large rollers to form long sheets. 
····  Sheets are broken up and combined with other colour-

controlled lots.  
····  Final mixture is blended, reheated and rolled out to yield sheets 

of desired pattern. 
····  The sheets are stamped to create 12” by 12” Commercial 

Premium Tiles. 
····  The tiles are packaged and ready for sale. 

Expected Timeline: 

February  2010 March 2010  April 2010  May 2010 

Building and vehicle 
graphic installations 
complete for 2010 

Olympic Winter Games 
 (Feb. 12 to 28) 

Some graphic 
transitions for 2010 
Paralympic Winter  

Games              
(Mar. 12 to 21) 

  

Removal of large 
format graphics ends  

 
(approx. Apr. 23) 

 

 
 

Removal of large 
format graphics 

begins  
(approx. Mar. 23) 

 
Graphics leave 

Vancouver, British 
Columbia 

(approx. Apr. 24) 

 

Mannington begins 
using graphics in 
Premium Tiles   

 

 (approx. May 10 to 24) 
 

3M and Scotchcal are trademarks of 3M.  Used under licence in Canada. 
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